For immediate release from Students for Healthy Air and Healthy Air Alliance:
 

Since December 2005 concerned students, citizens, parents and staff have been working together to urge a solution to the poor indoor air quality at Poolesville High School.  On Thursday May 24th, 2007, concerned citizens of the Healthy Air Alliance, Students for Healthy Air, indoor air quality consultants, IAQ health consultants, and citizens affected by the IAQ problem at Poolesville High School met with state Senator Rob Garagiola, Delegate Kathleen Dumais, and Delegate Craig Rice to seek support for solutions to the air quality problems at Poolesville High School.  Though much progress has been made in the past year and a half, concerns remain that the solution proposed is too little, too late and that there are low cost measures we can take today to make immediate improvements in the air quality and health of our school's occupants.  
 
            Immediately improving the quality of the air filters and utilizing UV light technology to eliminate mold spores on HVAC coils are a few examples of immediate steps that could be taken. Although a complete HVAC replacement is to be in place at the end of Summer 2009, this will not solve all the problems. 
            We are surprised quite frankly, that a school system that prides itself on being a data-driven Baldridge organization, would not include sensors on the new system or within the school to provide hard data to monitor humidity, CO2 and temperature levels in the building.  As quoted in a recent April article in the Gazette papers, Jim Bailey, an engineer with Building Dynamics LLC, the company contracted by MCPS to investigate the school's long-standing air quality issues stated ''The person in the room is the best sensor there is."  
            At the meeting, Students for Healthy Air members Lisa Trope and Stephanie Kasprzak presented testimony that they had prepared with Holly Defnet.  The three girls are the co-founders of this organization.  The presentation included many testimonials of ongoing health issues experienced by students, staff members, and former staff members at PHS. For example, current junior Victoria Hawkins has been having medical issues since attending PHS. Her testimony stated:
   
          "When I started attending PHS, within the first few weeks I broke out in hives and this is when I went to my doctor... They tested me for everything they had, (food, trees, dander, etc) I tested positive for alternaria, which is a common form of mold found mostly in buildings. Before I came to PHS I only took 10 mg of alegra a day. After I started attending PHS the doctor bumped me up to 180 mg plus 10 mg of cintular. This did not work, so they moved me to a more powerful allergy medicines-zyrtec, nasonex and pataday." 
 
          Mike Young made a presentation for the Healthy Air Alliance affirming the need for the same solutions for which the students had advocated and expanding upon some of the reasons for the recommendations.  Steve Welty of Green Organic Air, a volunteer consultant to the Alliance, provided insightful technical information supporting the need for UV lights, filters and monitors.  Among other attendees at the meeting were Dr. Philip Witorsch of Georgetown University, Lynne Rolls and Traci Stevens of the Healthy Air Alliance, Diane Hayden, PTSA President, as well as some PHS faculty. 
 
Steve Welty CIE, CAFS of Green Organic Air has been a pro bono advisor to the Healthy Air Alliance for the last 1.5 years and is the Indoor Air Quality consultant to Students for Healthy Air.  Mr. Welty announced at the meeting that he was so moved by the plight of PHS Teacher Carol Liu having to take two separate medications just to teach in her room, that he would donate a MERV 11 filter and an Ultraviolet light to be installed on the air handling unit which serves Ms. Liu's classroom.  "When you have a dedicated teacher like Carol Liu, she should not have to medicate herself just to teach students at Poolesville High. It's my commitment to Carol that with this air filter to purify her air and the Ultraviolet light to keep the coil mold-free, that for the first time in 5 years she will not have to take two separate medications just to teach at PHS," said Steve Welty.
 
          Senator Garagiola and Delegates Dumais and Rice expressed an interest in pursuing state legislation to set indoor air quality standards for schools, but noted that the complete process could take several years to accomplish. They recommended that we repeat our presentation for The Board of Education and County Council members to try and achieve a solution for today.  In addition, the senators and delegates agreed to contact MCPS about the current issues and find out what is being done to address these concerns. Students for Healthy Air and Healthy Air Alliance will continue to advocate for clean air at Poolesville High School, and support air quality standards for schools. Every student and teacher deserves a healthy environment in which to breathe.
 
For more information, including a document containing additional health testimonials that will be posted Wednesday afternoon, please visit the Students for Healthy Air website: www.StudentsForHealthyAir.org
 
Additional information, including a document describing the science behind Steve Welty's generous donation to Carol Liu's classroom that will be posted Wednesday afternoon, can be found on the Healthy Air Alliance website: www.HealthyAirAlliance.org 
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PICTURED, LEFT TO RIGHT:
Traci Stevens, Mike Young & Lynne Rolls from The Healthy Air Alliance 
Delegate Craig Rice
Senator Rob Garagiola
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Lisa Trope & Stephanie Kasprzak (Holly Defnet not pictured) from Students for Healthy Air
